Physical Science

Mrs. Russo

russodk@rss.k12.nc.us
Course Information:

· Physical Science is a college preparatory class that introduces many topics addressed in future Physics and Chemistry courses.

· Students will use various inquiry approaches to identify and solve problems, develop laboratory and critical thinking skills, reflect on their learning through the use of a science notebook.

· There is an End-of-Course State exam for this class that students must pass to receive credit.

· There is a $10.00 lab fee for this class that will be due no later then Friday September 3, 2010.

Materials:

· 2 One Subject Notebooks

· Writing Utensils

· Calculator (does not need to be graphing)

Competency Goals:

By the end of this course students should have met the following competency goals.

1. The learner will develop the abilities necessary to do and understand scientific inquiry.

2. The learner will construct an understanding of forces and motion.

3. The learner will analyze energy and its conservation.

4. The learner will construct an understanding of electricity and magnetism.

5. The learner will build an understanding of the structures and properties of matter.

6. The learner will build an understanding of regularities in chemistry.

Grading Policies:

Classroom grade will be calculated as follows:

· 40% Tests and Projects

· 30% Quizzes and Labs

· 30% Daily Work (including journal checks) and Homework

Final course grade will be calculated:

· First Quarter- 37.5%

· Second Quarter- 37.5%

· End-of-Course Exam- 25% (must pass with a 3 or 4 to receive credit for this class)

Absentee Policy:

· Students who are absent are responsible for making up all work. Assignments and Tests are to be made up with in one week. Announced projects will be considered late if it is not turned in on the due date.

· Students missing more then seven days must make up time minute for minute and complete a make up time contract. Make up time must be done with myself or an administrator .

Classroom Expectations:

1. Be prompt: You are expected to be to class on time. On time is sitting in your seat and ready for class to begin. School wide tardy policy will apply to those who are late.

2. Be prepared: You are expected to have all needed materials including textbooks, notebooks, writing utensils, calculators and planners everyday. Not being prepared will hinder class participation.

3. Be respectful: You are expected to be respectful to the teacher, to each other, and all classroom equipment. You are to respect other students and I will not tolerate disrespect in my classroom!

4. Be honest: Cheating will not be permitted and result in a zero.

5. Be cooperative: You are expected to act appropriately in this class which means you are expected to be congenial, attentive, and on task. Any form of unproductive off task behavior will result in disciplinary measures to be taken.

6. Be safe: At times we will be working with dangerous chemicals or equipment. It is a priority that you follow all lab safety rules and teacher directions. Any unsafe behavior will result in immediate disciplinary action and a zero for that assignment.

Tutoring:

· I will be available every Wednesday afternoon from 2:30-4:00 for tutoring. If a student needs other times or additional tutoring please schedule a time in advance with me.

*** I have read and understand these expectations and I will do my best to work hard and act in a responsible manner***

Student Signature _____________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Signature ______________________________________________

